Case Studies: Snapshot of Pro-Choice Victories

AZ-5 Harry Mitchell

In Arizona’s 5% District, NARAL Pro-Choice America
reached nearly 54,000 households a total of six times with
mail and phones and spent nearly $200,000 on
independent expenditures, including voter identification,
polling, persuasion mail pieces, online alerts, and phone
calls. Nancy Keenan, president of NARAL Pro-Choice
America, spoke at a “Women’s Rally for Mitchell” event
on October 30 in Phoenix.

Nancy Keenan joins Arizona
candidates, including victorious
Harry Mitchell at a women'’s rally.

» Voters’ perceptions of both candidates changed dramatically over the course of the
campaign. NARAL Pro-Choice America’s critique of incumbent J.D. Hayworth was
successful in helping to drive up negative impressions of him in considerable numbers.
Hayworth’s unfavorable rating increased 16 percentage points among pro-choice women
between mid-September and Election Day, and his final favorable-unfavorable ratio was
12 — 72 percent. Notably, his unfavorable ratings were high among Independents (73
percent), moderates (71 percent), and even : T R
relatively high among Republicans (34
percent).

* In our September survey, Mitchell held a
64 — 32 percent lead among pro-choice
women. On Election Day, the research
shows that he won a 77 — 19 percent victory
among this group, an increase of 13 points
in his vote over the final two months of the
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were not persuaded by other issues.

Overall, Hayworth’s opposition to abortion

rights scored as the argument that came

through most effectively, with 48 percent

saying it was one of the top two reasons

made most forcefu]]y to vote against him. NARAL Pro-Choice America informed voters of
J.D. Hayworth’s extreme anti-choice record.
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* People who made up their minds in the last two weeks of the election also
overwhelmingly cited the anti-choice critique of Hayworth as the reason made most
forcefully to vote against him. It was selected by 57 percent of these late-deciders—19
points higher than any other argument.




PA-8 Patrick Murphy

In this race alone NARAL Pro-Choice America
reached nearly 86,000 households a total of six

times with mail and phones, spending nearly
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identification, and polling. It is notable that a
pro-choice Republican held this seat before
anti-choice incumbent Mike Fitzpatrick’s
election in 2004.

* Unfavorable impressions of Fitzpatrick
among pro-choice women grew
considerably from September —
November, rising 18 percentage points.

*  Murphy won this pro-choice woman
electorate by a huge 86 — 12 margin,
running just 8 points behind Governor
Rendell. Murphy took nearly two-
thirds of the non-Democratic vote, and
won moderates by an 85 — 13 percent
margin. Murphy won by a nearly

identical margin among people who REETTETEEEN

think abortion should be legal in mnost NARAL Pro-Choice America highlighted Governor
cases as he did among people who Ed Rendell and Patrick Murphy’s

believe it should legal in all cases. pro-choice record to “get-out-the-vote.”

» Eighty-eight percent said choice was important in making a decision about how to vote.
Fitzpatrick’s opposition to abortion rights was cited as the most significant reason overall that
persuaded people to vote against him (61 percent), far outpacing his support for Bush and the
war in Iraq. The choice argument cut across party lines, with nearly equal percentages of
Democrats (61 percent) and non-Democrats (59 percent) citing it as one of the top two reasons
made most forcefully to vote against Fitzpatrick. Fitzpatrick’s opposition to abortion rights
was the top reason given by non-Democrats by an enormous 27-point margin over any other
attack.

* People who made their voting decision in the final two weeks cited Fitzpatrick’s opposition
to abortion rights as the top reason made most forcefully to vote against him for. It was cited
by 62 percent of these voters, 17 points higher than any other critique.




