
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lift the Ban on Federally Funded Abortion Services for  

Military Sexual-Assault Survivors 

 

� Current law permits the Department of Defense (DoD) to provide abortion services at 

military facilities only in cases of life endangerment, rape, or incest.1  In the tragic cases of 

rape or incest, the woman must bear the cost of the procedure herself.  This ban adds insult 

to injury.  

 

� Even the very restrictive Medicaid law provides federal funding for abortion services for 

low-income women in cases of rape or incest, in addition to life endangerment.2  Repealing 

the current-law ban on federally funded abortion services at military hospitals for survivors 

of rape or incest would bring DoD’s policy in line with current Medicaid law. 

 

� Recent reports of sexual assault from female cadets and officers demonstrate, sadly, that the 

current policy fails to acknowledge the reality that some servicewomen face. 

 

 ◦ According to the Pentagon, more than 3,000 incidents of sexual assault were 

reported in FY’10.  Pentagon officials estimate that only between 10 and 20 percent of 

sexual-assault crimes are reported. 3 

 

 ◦ In FY’08, the Air Force reported a total of 607 sexual-assault cases, the Navy had a 

total of 489 reported cases, and the Marines reported 243 sexual-assault cases.4 

 

◦ From 1993 through 2002, 142 women reported being assaulted at the Air Force 

Academy, and in a 2003 survey, 12 percent of graduates that year said they were 

either survivors of rape or attempted rape during their four years at the academy.5  

The number of incidents of unwanted sexual contact at the Air Force, Military, and 

Naval Academies continue to rise.6 

◦ 

◦ The Defense Department estimates that only one fifth of sexual assaults involving 

servicemembers are recorded.  And those women that do come forward face damage 

to future career opportunities.  In a class action suit filed in February 2011 against the 

military alleging problems with handling of servicemembers’ sexual-assault cases, 

one plaintiff reported that she was told to put her allegations "'on the back burner' 

out of consideration for her career.7" 

 

 

 ◦ A 2003 study found that approximately 30 percent of female U.S. military veterans 

report having been raped or suffered a rape attempt during their military service.8 

  



 

 

 

 ◦ A 2005 study from the Department of Veterans Affairs states that 60 percent of 

women and 27 percent of men in the military reserves and the National Guard suffer 

sexual assault or harassment during their service.9 

 

� These reports of sexual assaults committed against women in the military – often by their 

male colleagues – are appalling.  Women serving our country should never have to face the 

tragedy of a sexual assault, but if they do, they should – at a minimum – be able to receive 

timely care and support. 

 

� The Army’s policy statement on sexual assault says, “The Army will treat all victims of 

sexual assault with dignity, fairness, and respect.”10  In spite of this clear declaration, rape 

survivors continue to be denied “fairness and respect” as long the ban on abortion for rape 

or incest survivors remains in place and medical care is denied to those victimized by a 

criminal act.  

 

� The funding ban places an undue financial burden on female service members and military 

dependents and may make some women reluctant to seek medical services or force them to 

delay the abortion procedure for several weeks.  Although legal abortion remains a very 

safe medical procedure, for each week it is delayed, the risk to the woman's health 

increases.11  Making matters worse, evidence shows that survivors of sexual assault are 

likeliest to be among the junior enlisted ranks12 – in other words, earning the lowest pay, 

and thus least likely to be able to afford needed medical care (such as abortion services) that 

the military refuses to provide. 

 

� A recent study published in the Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics reviewed this issue.  It 

reveals not only the level of inadequate access that servicewomen receive from military 

treatment facilities, but also stresses the need for improved services.  One of several 

recommendations the study makes is to lift legislative restrictions on access to safe abortion 

care.  The article states, “Female military personnel have the same right to basic health-care 

services as their male counterparts, and reproductive-health care is a fundamental 

component of health care for women.”13 

 

� This ban further harms the women and families who have volunteered to serve their 

country, placing yet another obstacle in front of those who have already suffered an 

unspeakable assault and may wish to exercise their constitutionally protected right to 

choose. 

 

� Repealing the current-law ban on federally funded abortion services for survivors of rape or 

incest is one small but important step toward rectifying this unacceptable situation. 

 

 



 

 

FY’11 CONGRESSIONAL ACTION14 

� May 12, 2010: House Armed Services Military Personnel Subcommittee approves the FY’11 

National Defense Authorization Act.  No attempt is made to repeal the ban on federally 

funded abortion services for military women overseas who are survivors of rape or incest. 

� May 26, 2010: House Armed Services Committee approves the bill.  No attempt is made to 

repeal the ban on federally funded abortion services for military women overseas who are 

survivors of rape or incest. 

� May 28, 2010: House approves the bill.  

� May 27, 2010:  Senate Armed Services Personnel Subcommittee approves the bill.  No 

attempt is made to repeal the ban on federally funded abortion services for military 

women overseas who are survivors of rape or incest. 

� May 29, 2010:  Senate Armed Services Committee approves the bill.  No attempt is made 

to repeal the ban on federally funded abortion services for military women overseas 

who are survivors of rape or incest. 

� September 21, 2010: Senate fails to bring up the bill, rejecting a cloture motion 56-43 (60 

votes were needed). 

 

FY’12 CONGRESSIONAL ACTION15 

 

� May 4, 2011: House Armed Services Personnel Subcommittee approves FY’12 National 

Defense Authorization Act.  No attempt is made to repeal the ban on federally funded 

abortion services for military women overseas who are survivors of rape or incest. 

� May 11, 2011: House Armed Service Committee approves bill.  No attempt is made to 

repeal the ban on privately funded abortion services for military women overseas. 

� May 25, 2011: In preparation for floor debate, Reps. Susan Davis (D-CA), Robert 

Andrews (D-NJ), Diana DeGette (D-CO), Carolyn Maloney (D-NY), Loretta Sanchez (D-

CA), and Louise Slaughter (D-NY) file an amendment to repeal the ban on federally 

funded abortion services for military women overseas who are survivors of rape or 

incest to the Defense authorization bill.  The House Rules Committee refuses to allow a 

vote on the Davis amendment. 

� May 26, 2011: House approves the bill. 

� June 14, 2011: Senate Armed Services Personnel Subcommittee approves FY’12 National 

Defense Authorization Act.  No attempt is made to repeal the ban on federally funded 

abortion services for military women overseas who are survivors of rape or incest. 

� June 16, 2011: Senate Armed Service Committee approves bill.  No attempt is made to 

repeal the ban. 

� November 17, 2011: In preparation for floor debate, Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) offers 

amendment to the Defense authorization bill to repeal the ban. 

� December 1, 2011: Senate approves bill.   
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