
 

The Anti-Choice Movement Got Their Man To End 
Roe v. Wade And Criminalize Abortion… And They 

Can’t Hide Their Glee Over Brett Kavanaugh.  
 
Anti-choice extremists are not being shy: Their reaction to the nomination of Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court makes clear that they believe they have their man to end Roe 
v. Wade, criminalize abortion and turn back the clock for women in this country. 
  
Anti-choice forces aren’t even trying to downplay their plan or their glee. The evidence is in this 
collection of statements from anti-choice groups and leaders made within 24 hours of Trump 
nominating Brett Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court. 
 
Saying “the end of Roe v. Wade is in sight” and claiming Kavanaugh will relegate women’s right 
to choose “to the ash heap of history,” longtime opponents of this fundamental right leave little 
doubt that any Senator who votes to confirm President Trump’s nominee is voting to criminalize 
abortion and punish women.  

They Expressed Confidence That Kavanaugh Would Overturn 
Roe on The Supreme Court 
Brian Fisher, President of Human Coalition: “Kavanaugh gives great hope to the pro-life 
movement that the end of Roe v. Wade and legal abortion is in sight.” Human Coalition operates and 
provides resources to fake women’s health centers across the country. [Twitter.com, 7/9/18] 
 
Ralph Reed, President of Faith and Freedom Coalition, wrote that the Supreme Court with 
Kavanaugh on it could achieve “overturning Roe v. Wade.” Reed wrote in an email, “If Judge 
Kavanaugh is confirmed, conservatives will have a rock-solid 5-4 majority on the Supreme Court for the 
first time in generation. Think about it [...]. Defending free speech. Protecting the right to bear arms. 
Bolstering religious freedom. Combating leftist big government. Overturning Roe v. Wade.” [Faith and 
Freedom Coalition email, 7/10/18, via NARAL Research Department] 
 
Faith and Freedom Coalition asked supporters to tell their Senators to vote to confirm Kavanaugh 
because he would be a “strong” voice on “overturning Roe v. Wade.” Faith and Freedom Coalition 
asked supporters to sign a petition urging their Senators “to confirm a strong conservative, Judge 
Kavanaugh, to the Supreme Court before the November election.” The petition stated, “I’m writing you to 
strongly urge you to confirm Judge Kavanaugh to the U.S. Supreme Court, as quickly as possible. Judge 
Kavanaugh will be an incredible asset to our nation. For years, Judge Kavanaugh has been a tireless 
fighter for our American values and our Constitution. On top issues like free speech, the Second 
Amendment, religious freedom, affirmative action, and overturning Roe v. Wade, Judge Kavanaugh will 
be a strong and independent voice, speaking for millions of Americans. Justice Anthony Kennedy’s 
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retirement gives a once-in-a-generation opportunity to make our nation stronger. I urge you to confirm 
Judge Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court, as soon as possible.” [Faith and Freedom Coalition, accessed 
7/10/18] 
 
40 Days for Life called Kavanaugh’s nomination “a big win for pro-lifers” and emphasized the 
“unprecedented opportunity to overturn Roe v. Wade.” In an email, 40 Days for Life wrote, “In a big 
win for pro-lifers, President Trump last night nominated Judge Brett Kavanaugh for the United States 
Supreme Court. The historic nomination of Judge Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court is a reflection of the 
sentiment at the grassroots level that elected President Trump. Americans want a Supreme Court that 
understands the limit of the Court to interpret rather than create or modify the law and the Constitution. 40 
Days for Life will take place in 400 cities this fall, and we encourage pro-life Americans to call their 
senators and ask for a swift and quick confirmation for Judge Kavanaugh...We will encourage all pro-life 
Americans to ask their senators to carry out this confirmation with fairness, dignity, and respect for Judge 
Kavanaugh, no matter their ideology… As we hope for a quick confirmation process, listen to episode 128 
of the 40 Days for Life Podcast where we break down this unprecedented opportunity to overturn Roe v. 
Wade and usher in the day when both women and children are safe from abortion.” [40 Days for Life 
email, 7/10/18, via NARAL Research Department] 
 
Bryan Kemper, director of youth outreach for Priests for Life: “I have fought most of my life to see 
an end to #RoevWade and I can finally see a light at the end of the tunnel. Nominating #Kavanaugh 
as his #SCOTUSPick we now have someone who would respect life and reject #abortion as a right.” 
[Twitter.com, 7/9/18] 
 
Texas Right to Life: “President Trump’s nomination is consistent with his previous statements in 
favor of appointing a Pro-Life justice who would contribute to overturning Roe v. Wade.” Texas 
Right to Life statement, “At just 53 years of age, Judge Kavanaugh has the opportunity for serving on the 
court and affecting American jurisprudence for decades. In a recent case before his court, Judge 
Kavanaugh supported Texas’ right to refuse to accommodate and pay for an elective abortion for a minor 
in the state’s custody, noting that there is a state interest in “favoring fetal life.” He has a proven record as 
a conservative and strict constructionist who respects and will faithfully interpret the Constitution as 
written, not attempting to find abstract principles and hidden penumbras. President Trump’s nomination is 
consistent with his previous statements in favor of appointing a Pro-Life justice who would contribute to 
overturning Roe v. Wade. … A principled constructionist justice would be an invaluable addition to 
SCOTUS by pointing to the humanity of the preborn and consistently recognizing the constitutional 
protection of the Right to Life of all human beings. Texas continues to pass incremental legislation 
directing public discourse toward the humanity of the preborn and the state’s legitimate interest in 
protecting preborn lives and women’s health.  SCOTUS’s rulings on Pro-Life cases will shape this 
strategy that seeks to undermine the untenable foundation of Roe v. Wade. The Senate is expected to 
vote on Kavanaugh’s nomination in September or October. The Pro-Life movement cannot squander this 
opportunity to set America on a path to re-establishing the Right to Life of all human beings. Texas Right 
to Life urges the U.S. Senate to fully vet and examine Kavanaugh to ensure he will be a strong 
constructionist justice.” [Texas Right to Life press release, 7/9/18] 
 
Students for Life President Kristan Hawkins: “I’m not going to mince words here. This is our 
chance. This is our time.  45 years of Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton could go up in smoke if we 
win this battle!” In an email, Hawkins continued, “With the media and their pals in the Abortion Lobby 
already launching an all-out SMEAR campaign against Judge Kavanaugh, it’s time to go ‘all-in’ to flip the 
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Supreme Court with another justice in the mold of Antonin Scalia.” [Students for Life email, 7/10/18, via 
NARAL Research Department] 
 
Students for Life President Kristan Hawkins wrote in an email, “Justice Kennedy’s replacement 
could give our Pro-Life Movement the majority we need to overturn Roe v. Wade and Doe v. 
Bolton. And President Trump’s nominee, Brett Kavanaugh, is someone I think the pro-life 
movement can get behind 100%. Judge Kavanaugh is extremely well-qualified with over 12 years on 
the bench and 300 opinions under his belt. He consistently fought for constitutional principles including 
ruling in favor of Priests for Life when they objected to being forced to act against their consciences on 
contraception and he ruled against the ACLU when they were pushing for government-funded abortion for 
illegal immigrants.” [Students for Life email, 7/10/18, via NARAL Research Department] 
 
Ohio Right to Life President Mike Gonidakis praised Kavanaugh’s nomination and stated, “Ohio 
Right to Life looks forward to Roe v. Wade being overturned.” In a statement, Gonidakis said, 
“Kavanaugh has a proven judicial record that he will interpret the Constitution as written and will not be an 
activist justice. ...Ohio Right to Life looks forward to Roe v. Wade being overturned so that Ohio can set 
its own pro-life policies.” [Life News, 7/10/18] 
 
The Pro-Life Court Coalition wrote on its website, “The Next Supreme Court Justice Could Be The 
Deciding Vote In Reversing Roe” and called for Kavanaugh’s confirmation. The website stated, “The 
Next Supreme Court Justice Could Be The Deciding Vote In Reversing Roe. This is a pivotal moment for 
the pro-life movement. Retiring Justice Anthony Kennedy has been the “swing vote” on abortion for 
decades. Now, have an enormous opportunity to replace him with a Justice who believes in the 
Constitution and the Right to Life. Use the form below to join the coalition dedicated to confirming another 
pro-life justice to the Supreme Court. The next Justice could be the deciding vote in overturning the 
deadly Roe v. Wade decision. Tell Your U.S. Senators: Confirm Kavanaugh! Send a message to both of 
your U.S. senators now to urge them to swiftly vote to confirm President Trump’s nominee to the 
Supreme Court, Judge Brett Kavanaugh.” [Pro-Life Court Coalition, accessed 7/10/18] 
 

Many anti-choice groups organized together to form the Pro-Life Court Coalition. Members 
of the Pro-Life Court Coalition included: Susan B. Anthony List, Students for Life, Concerned 
Women for America, Judicial Crisis Network, Family Research Council, Human Coalition, 40 
Days for Life, Live Action, Priests for Life, Family Policy Alliance, Operation Rescue, Pro-Life 
Action League, American Values, C-Fam, Americans United for Life, Stand True, Home School 
Legal Defense Association, Life Issues Institute, Life Legal Defense Foundation, American Life 
League, Eagle Forum, Rock for Life, LifeNews.com, Bound 4 Life, American Principles Project, 
Sidewalk Advocates for Life, Advance USA, American Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, and Citizens for a Pro-Life Society. Many state chapters of the Family Policy 
Alliance and state Right to Life groups were also involved in the coalition, including Citizens for 
Community Values and Ohio Right to Life. [Pro-Life Court Coalition, accessed 7/10/18] 
 

Troy Newman, President of Operation Rescue, stated, “Times have changed and a new day is 
coming when abortion will finally be relegated to the ash heap of history where this barbarism 
truly belongs.” Operation Rescue wrote in a statement, “Operation Rescue announces its support for 
President Trump’s selection to replace retiring Justice Anthony Kennedy… To the pro-abortion activists 
who plan to oppose the Kavanaugh confirmation, Newman has the following message. “Elections have 
consequences. You are not entitled to a justice that will bow to your demands. Times have changed and a 
new day is coming when abortion will finally be relegated to the ash heap of history where this barbarism 
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truly belongs. We will expose your corruption and disinformation at every turn. You will not win.” 
[Operation Rescue, 7/9/18] 

They Celebrated That Trump’s Nomination Of Kavanaugh Was In 
Line With His Campaign Promise To Appoint “Pro-Life Justices.” 
Marjorie Dannenfelser, President of Susan B. Anthony List: “Moments ago President Trump 
announced his Supreme Court pick: Judge Brett Kavanaugh. In doing so, President Trump has 
kept his promise to the Pro-Life Movement to only nominate pro-life judges to the Supreme Court. 
Judge Kavanaugh is an experienced, principled jurist with a strong record of protecting life and 
constitutional rights, as evidenced by his opinions in Garza v. Hargan and Priests for Life v. HHS…  I’ll be 
frank: The pro-abortion side gets it. They are under no illusions about what’s at stake here: Tilting the 
Supreme Court to a pro-life majority. That’s why they’re going all out on this. And it’s up to you and me to 
stop them. It’s up to you and me to seize this opportunity and secure a pro-life majority on the Supreme 
Court.”  [Susan B. Anthony List email, 7/9/18, via NARAL Research Team] 
 
Susan B. Anthony List: “Promise Kept: President Trump nominates Judge Brett Kavanaugh for 
the Supreme Court.” [Twitter.com, 7/9/18] 
 
Operation Rescue: Trump’s “pick of Judge Kavanaugh represents another promise kept.” 
Operation Rescue wrote, “Operation Rescue announces its support for President Trump’s selection to 
replace retiring Justice Anthony Kennedy. Judge Kavanaugh will shift the court’s balance to a 
conservative perspective and provide long-awaited relief from the liberal judicial activism that 
manufactured so-called “abortion rights” out of thin air. “President Trump promised pro-life supporters 
during his campaign that he would appoint justices that would respect and protect the most fundamental 
of human rights — the right to life. His pick of Judge Kavanaugh represents another promise kept,” said 
Operation Rescue President Troy Newman. “We plan to actively support this nomination in what is 
expected to be a contentious confirmation process.” To the pro-abortion activists who plan to oppose the 
Kavanaugh confirmation, Newman has the following message. “Elections have consequences. You are 
not entitled to a justice that will bow to your demands. Times have changed and a new day is coming 
when abortion will finally be relegated to the ash heap of history where this barbarism truly belongs. We 
will expose your corruption and disinformation at every turn. You will not win.” [Operation Rescue, 7/9/18] 
 
Ohio Right to Life President Mike Gonidakis: “We thank President Trump for holding to his 
promise that he would nominate pro-life Justices to the Court.” In a statement, Gonidakis said, 
“Kavanaugh has a proven judicial record that he will interpret the Constitution as written and will not be an 
activist justice. We thank President Trump for holding to his promise that he would nominate pro-life 
Justices to the Court..” [Life News, 7/10/18] 
 
Students for Life President Kristan Hawkins praised Trump’s nomination of Kavanaugh and 
stated, “in choosing Brett Kavanaugh, he is keeping a promise to the American people.” Students 
for Life: “Students for Life of America President Kristan Hawkins called President Trump’s choice of Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh to be confirmed as the next Supreme Court justice “a bold choice for the high court as 
Judge Brett Kavanaugh will bring balance to the court in background and in judicial temperament. Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh record of respect for the law is vital as so many activists attempt to use the courts to 
push their own social agendas. In no other election has the Supreme Court been so clearly front and 
center, and voters now expect the U.S. Senate to follow through on this confirmation. This is no surprise 
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selection. President Trump’s list of potential nominees has been available for all to examine, and in 
choosing Brett Kavanaugh, he is keeping a promise to the American people.” [Students for Life, 7/9/18] 
 
Family Research Council: “For a second time, President Trump has followed through on his 
promise to select a nominee from the list he presented during the campaign.” [Twitter.com, 7/9/18] 

They Characterized Kavanaugh As “Pro-Life” And Willing To 
Restrict Abortion 
Life News wrote that Kavanaugh “has very strong pro-life Bona fides.” Life News wrote, “President 
Donald Trump tonight has nominated pro-life friendly federal appeals court Judge Brett Kavanaugh to the 
Supreme Court. Kavanaugh has taken the pro-life side in important cases and has very strong pro-life 
Bona fides — prompting one leading pro-life attorney to say he would be an excellent addition to the 
Supreme Court.” [Life News, 7/9/18] 
 
Life News: “BREAKING: President Donald Trump Nominates Pro-Life-Friendly Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court” [Twitter.com, 7/9/18] 
 
Secular Pro-Life called Kavanaugh “a man who will uphold abortion limits.” Secular Pro-Life wrote, 
“Meet your new Justice! While we had hoped for a pro-life woman as the #NextNominee, a man who will 
uphold abortion limits -- as Kavanaugh has -- beats an abortion supporter of any gender.” [Twitter.com, 
7/9/18] 
 
Texas Right to Life called Kavanaugh a “strongly Pro-Life nominee.” In a statement, Texas Right to 
Life stated, “At the beginning of his term in office, Trump nominated Justice Neil Gorsuch, who is known 
as a strong Pro-Life defender of the rights of hospitalized patients.  President Trump’s announcement of 
another strongly Pro-Life nominee comes after several senators, including Texas’ own John Cornyn, 
voiced criticism to nominating a judge who would clearly overturn Roe v. Wade.” [Texas Right to Life 
press release, 7/9/18] 
 
Janet Morana, Executive Director of Priests for Life, tweeted: “Another #Prolife #Catholic on the 
#SupremeCourt - the unborn will be protected! #scotuspick” [Twitter.com, 7/9/18] 
 
Life Issues Institute: “Judge Brett Kavanaugh has a demonstrated pro-life record.” [Twitter.com, 
7/10/18] 

They Emphasized And Praised His Rulings In Garza v. Hargan 
and Priests for Life v. HHS 
Susan B. Anthony List President Marjorie Dannenfelser said that Kavanaugh had “a strong record 
of protecting life and constitutional rights, as evidenced by his opinions in Garza v. Hargan and 
Priests for Life v. HHS.” Dannenfelser said, “President Trump has made another outstanding choice in 
nominating Judge Brett Kavanaugh to replace Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy, keeping his 
promise to nominate only originalist judges to the Court. Judge Kavanaugh is an experienced, principled 
jurist with a strong record of protecting life and constitutional rights, as evidenced by his opinions in Garza 
v. Hargan and Priests for Life v. HHS. SBA List is mobilizing the pro-life grassroots nationwide and in key 
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Senate battleground states to urge the Senate to swiftly confirm Judge Kavanaugh. Vulnerable senators 
up for re-election this year have a choice: stand with the President and their constituents and confirm a 
Supreme Court justice who will respect and uphold the Constitution, or cave to pressure from the extreme 
abortion lobby. If every self-avowed pro-life senator votes the right way, Judge Kavanaugh will be 
confirmed easily.” [Susan B. Anthony List press release, 7/9/18] 
 
National Right to Life praised Kavanaugh and brought up his recent dissent in Garza v. Hargan: 
Carol Tobias, President of National Right to Life, stated, “All too often, democratically enacted laws to 
protect unborn children and other vulnerable humans have been overridden by judges who abuse their 
power to impose their own policy preferences,” said Carol Tobias, president of National Right to Life. 
“Judge Kavanaugh’s record, viewed as a whole, indicates a willingness to enforce the rights truly based 
on the text and history of the Constitution, while otherwise leaving policymaking in the hands of elected 
legislators.” A statement from National Right to Life read, “‘Judge Kavanaugh is exceptionally well 
qualified to sit on the U.S. Supreme Court – and like Neil Gorsuch, he will be subjected to a smear 
campaign by those on the Left who are addicted to the imposition of social policy by judicial decree,’ 
commented Douglas Johnson, senior policy advisor to National Right to Life. In 2017, the full U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the District of Columbia voted to allow a minor, in federal custody after being apprehended 
at the border, to obtain an abortion in the United States. In dissent, Kavanaugh wrote that the majority 
ruling was “ultimately based on a constitutional principle as novel as it is wrong: a new right for unlawful 
immigrant minors in U.S. Government detention to obtain immediate abortion on demand, thereby barring 
any Government efforts to expeditiously transfer the minors to their immigration sponsors before they 
make that momentous life decision. The majority’s decision represents a radical extension of the 
Supreme Court’s abortion jurisprudence.” (Garza v. Hargan, Oct. 24, 2017)” [National Right to Life, 
7/9/18] 
 
Students for Life President Kristan Hawkins praised Kavanaugh for “ruling in favor of Priests for 
Life when they objected to being forced to act against their consciences on contraception and he 
ruled against the ACLU when they were pushing for government-funded abortion for illegal 
immigrants.” In an email, “As a Justice who often sided with the Court’s pro-abortion wing, Justice 
Kennedy’s replacement could give our Pro-Life Movement the majority we need to overturn Roe v. Wade 
and Doe v. Bolton. And President Trump’s nominee, Brett Kavanaugh, is someone I think the pro-life 
movement can get behind 100%. Judge Kavanaugh is extremely well-qualified with over 12 years on the 
bench and 300 opinions under his belt. He consistently fought for constitutional principles including ruling 
in favor of Priests for Life when they objected to being forced to act against their consciences on 
contraception and he ruled against the ACLU when they were pushing for government-funded abortion for 
illegal immigrants.” [Students for Life email, 7/10/18, via NARAL Research Department] 
 
Shawn Carney, President of 40 Days for Life, pointed to Garza v. Hargan and Priests for Life v. 
HHS as examples of Kavanaugh’s “strong record of protecting life.” Carney tweeted, “Judge 
Kavanaugh is an experienced, principled jurist with a strong record of protecting life and constitutional 
rights, as evidenced by his opinions in Garza v. Hargan and Priests for Life v. HHS. #ConfirmKavanaugh 
#ProLife #SCOTUS” [Twitter.com, 7/10/18]  
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