
 

 

 
 

Kenneth Bell 
 

President Trump nominated Kenneth Bell to serve on the Western District of North Carolina 
on April 10, 2018. Bell is anti-choice. 
 

Career1 
 

 B.A., Wake Forest University, 1980 
 J.D., Wake Forest University School of Law, 1983 
 Assistant United States Attorney, United States Attorney’s Office, Western District of 

North Carolina, 1983-1988 
 Associate, Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, 1988-1990 
 Assistant United States Attorney, United States Attorney’s Office, Western District of 

North Carolina, 1990-1993 
 First Assistant United States Attorney, United States Attorney’s Office, Western 

District of North Carolina, 1993-2003 
 Partner, Mayer Brown LLP, 2003-2006 
 Partner, Hunton & Williams LLP, 2006-2009 
 Partner, McGuireWoods LLP, 2009-present 

 
Record on Choice-Related Issues 

 

 In 1990, Bell ran for Congress in a bid to represent North Carolina’s fifth congressional 
district.2 The National Right to Life Action Committee spent thousands of dollars 
supporting Bell’s unsuccessful campaign.3 

o During the campaign, Bell was criticized for using campaign funds for 
personal expenses like house and car payments.4  

 
 Bell wrote an op-ed discussing the “indefensibility of the abortion rights position.”5 In 

response to another op-ed in support of abortion rights, Bell wrote, “Either the unborn 
is a mass of cells worthy of no more consideration than a hangnail, or it is a child, 
which may not be killed. There is no middle ground. Only if the mother knows it is a 
child rather than a hangnail is abortion a ‘hard decision.’”6 He also pushed back 
against the idea that the anti-choice movement wants to control women’s bodies, 
saying, “No one cares what the mother does with her body; the point is to protect the 
body, the life, of the baby.”7 
 



 

 

 Bell supported the nomination of anti-choice U.S. District Judge Robert Conrad to the 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. Conrad, nominated by George W. Bush, was vigorously 
opposed by Democrats in part because of his extreme anti-choice views, including 
having written that “Planned Parenthood knowingly kills unborn babies, not fetuses, 
as a method of post-conception contraception.”8 Bell said it was “embarrassing and 
outrageous” that Conrad didn’t receive a hearing in the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
and that “the people of North Carolina [were] being cheated.”9 In fact, Bell was so 
supportive of Conrad’s nomination that he travelled to Capitol Hill to speak at an 
event aimed at garnering media attention around the stalled nomination.10 
 

 Bell has donated to various anti-choice politicians, including Sens. Marco Rubio and 
Richard Burr.11 

 
Record on Other Key Issues 

 
 While Bell claims he “washed his hands of politics” after his Congressional run,12 he 

certainly hasn’t done so entirely. He wrote a 2016 op-ed calling for the prosecution of 
Hillary Clinton for using an unclassified email server while Secretary of State.13 He 
also criticized then-Attorney-General Loretta Lynch for accepting the FBI’s 
recommendation of no charges, saying that “no ‘reasonable prosecutor’ would do 
that.”  
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