
 

 

 
 

Jeffrey V. Brown 
 

President Trump nominated Jeffrey Brown to serve on the U.S. District Court for the Southern 
District of Texas on March 8, 2019. Brown is anti-choice 
 

Career1 
 

 Bachelor of Arts, University of Texas at Austin, 1992 
 Juris Doctorate, University of Houston Law Center, 1995 
 Briefing Attorney, Supreme Court of Texas, 1995-1996 
 Associate, Baker Botts, LLP, 1996-2001 
 Adjunct Professor, University of Houston Law Center, 1998-1999 
 Presiding Judge, 55th District Court of Texas, 2001-2007 
 Adjunct Professor, University of Houston Law Center, 2004-2006 
 Justice, Texas Fourteenth Court of Appeals, 2007-2013 
 Justice, Supreme Court of Texas, 2013-Present 

 
Record on Choice-Related Issues 

Notable Information 

 In 2015, Brown joined a unanimous order by the Texas Supreme Court placing drastic 
limitations on young women’s access to abortion care in the state of Texas.2 The order 
amended recently-passed legislation that gave judges more time to rule in judicial 
bypass cases and required young women to provide home addresses and phone 
numbers to the sitting judge. Brown joined the Texas Supreme Court in taking those 
restrictions even further, allowing young women to be identified by name in court 
documents and creating an automatic denial of the bypass if a judge hasn’t ruled 
within five days.3  
 

o In a speech to the Tea Party discussing the new restriction and the history of 
the judicial bypass, Brown outlined the various constitutionally-required 
elements for the judicial bypass process. He commented, “You may be 
wondering where any of those words are appear in the United States 
Constitution, they don’t. But the court at that time, and to a large extent still 
today, finds things in the constitution that aren’t there.”4 

 
 Throughout his career, Brown has supported and been active in many anti-choice 

organizations:  
 



 

 

o Brown’s judicial campaigns have been endorsed by anti-choice organizations 
including Texas Right to Life and Texas Alliance for Life.5 Brown has repeatedly 
highlighted their support on social media, thanking the groups for their 
endorsements and calling them an “honor.”6 

 
o Brown included a press release on his campaign website in 2014, which was 

later concealed by font color so the page appeared to be blank, announcing 
Texas Right to Life PAC’s endorsement.7 The President of the Texas Right to Life 
PAC said Brown “has long been a friend of Texas Right to Life and to the Pro-
Life cause.” In the same press release, Brown stated, “I’m proud and honored 
to receive the endorsement of the largest pro- life organization in Texas. Texas 
Right to Life is one of the strongest grassroots organizations in the country. 
They are devoted to championing life at every stage, and this is a cause that I 
applaud and support.”  

 
o Brown has been a member of Texas Alliance for Life’s Leadership Circle8 a 

group of “pro-life leaders in Texas” that receive opportunities to gain “an edge 
on the latest pro-life initiatives in Texas.”9 

 
 Brown has repeatedly expressed disdain for the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. 

Wade: 
 

o In a speech in 2017, Brown praised conservative judges and highlighted 
Justice Byron White’s dissent in Roe v. Wade on the grounds that it was “an 
improvident and extravagant exercise of the power of judicial review.”10 
 

o Brown posted a series of tweets in 2016 surrounding the anniversary of the 
landmark Roe decision casting doubt on the opinion and describing dissents 
in the case as “eloquent,” “elegant,” and “pithy.”11 He specifically quoted 
dissents in the case including a quote from Justice Byron White’s dissent, “I 
find nothing in the language or history of the Constitution to support the 
Court’s judgement.”12  

 
 Since 2002, Brown has served on the advisory council of LifeHouse, a home for 

pregnant women “choosing life for their unborn children.”13 In an interview in 2014, 
Brown stated that LifeHouse is a “life-affirming ministry.”14 LifeHouse states that it 
recruits some of its residents from fake women’s health centers, also known as crisis 
pregnancy centers.15 Fake women’s health centers lie, shame, and intentionally 
mislead women in order to block them from accessing the full range of reproductive 
healthcare options, including abortion. 
 

 In a speech in 2017, Brown discussed his support for the decision in Burwell v. Hobby 
Lobby Stores, a case that challenged the Affordable Care Act’s landmark contraceptive-



 

 

coverage policy, the greatest advancement in reproductive healthcare in a 
generation.16 He stated, “In that case, a U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services mandate would have required Hobby Lobby and co-founders David and 
Barbara Green to provide and facilitate, against their religious convictions, four 
potentially life-terminating drugs and devices—abortifacients—in the company’s 
health-insurance plan…. Thankfully, however, we’ve got something that the colonists 
of Massachusetts and Maryland, didn’t have, and that no one in Great Britain has ever 
had—the First Amendment.” 
 

 Brown is a member of the conservative, anti-choice Federalist Society.17 The Federalist 
Society is led by Leonard Leo, the anti-choice activist who is heavily involved in 
selecting Trump’s Supreme Court and lower court nominees. Leo has been outspoken 
in his anti-choice views, calling abortion “an act of force” and “a threat to human 
life,”18 and serves as co-chairman of Students for Life,19 a group whose mission is to 
“abolish abortion.”20 
 

 Brown has donated thousands of dollars to anti-choice, Republican politicians over 
the years, including Rick Perry and George Bush.21 
 
 

Record on Other Key Issues 

 Brown joined the majority of the Texas Supreme Court in Pidgeon v. Turner, holding that 
the protections for same-sex couples under Obergefell v. Hodges did not necessarily 
confer a right to benefits for same-sex spouses of city workers in Houston.22 The 
majority opinion stated, “The Supreme Court held in Obergefell that the Constitution 
requires states to license and recognize same-sex marriages to the same extent that 
they license and recognize opposite-sex marriages, but it did not hold that states 
must provide the same publicly-funded benefits to all married persons.”23 
 

 Brown criticized federal judges for halting President Trump’s “so-called travel ban.”24 
In a speech last year, Brown disregarded the President’s own comments on the 
Muslim travel ban, saying, “These comments, whatever they were, made before the 
President was even the president, and of course having no bearing whatsoever on the 
actual policy itself, are being leveraged by federal judges to undermine the President 
in one of his most fundamental duties: securing our borders and keeping us safe.” 
Brown went on to state, “This double standard is not based on the law but in petty 
defiance of the president. You’ve heard of fake news. Welcome to fake law.” 
 

 Brown began a speech to a group of Republican women by disrespecting the LGBTQ 
community: “Each individual person here gives me hope. Because to match every 
snowflake that preens for the cameras, disavowing their patriotism, their privilege, 
and even their pronouns, there’s a Republican woman standing tall.”25 Brown went on 



 

 

to criticize a federal judge who held that employees who identify as transgender 
should be able to bring civil rights claims under the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Brown disregarded the protections for transgender people stating, “This progressive 
judge simply didn’t like what the law said, so he ignored it. That is not rule of law. That 
is rule of men.”  
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